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long ago given up the Slavophile doctrines, and among
them the harmful theory of the Mir.    It was with
especial satisfaction that I saw M.  Stolypine,  despite
his belief in many of the Slavophile doctrines, grow
more and more in favour of the suppression of communal
property   and   the   establishment   of   small   individual
ownership among the peasants.    In order to convince
him the more, I furnished him with interesting data
relating to the history of agrarian reform in Europe,
which I had collected in different countries, especially
in Denmark during my stay there, when I had made a
series of reports to the Government on the same subject.
The transition from communal to private landholding
in Denmark took place more recently than in other parts
of Europe, that is to say, at the close of the eighteenth
century, and was effected under the Ministry of Count
Bernstorff, who began by applying the reform to the
domains  of  the  Crown  and his  own  estates.   While
studying the documents preserved  at  Copenhagen, I
had noticed the similarity of the agrarian conditions,
as they existed in Denmark before the reform, to those
which still prevailed in Russia, and I was particularly
impressed  by  the  beneficent  results   obtained  in an
extraordinarily   short   period   by   Count   Bernstorffs
reforms.   I had a number of these documents copied
and photographs made of the plans showing the par-
celling and distribution   of   the   old   communal pro-
perties   among   the   peasants.   These   data   interested
M. Stolypine in the highest degree, and I like to tMtijr
that they played no small part in crystallizing his own
projects for agrarian reforms.
By conferring upon the Russian peasant the right
of individual ownership of land, M. Stolypine create!;
at the same time a new personal status for the